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What the presentation is all about

origins & context

design & pedagogical principles

current functionality

e-me evolution

experiences from its nationwide use 
in Greece during Covid-19 pandemic

next steps

e-me Digital Educational Platform

a social, collaborative, cloud-based platform 
for students and teachers

an official platform of the Greek MoE for 

primary & secondary education 
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designed and developed in the context of the 
Greek national programme “Digital School”
(2010-2021)

dschool.edu.gr

e-me design: started in 2014 

a safe, pedagogically modern, user 
friendly, and  technologically advanced 
platform,  to serve as the 
main digital working environment
for all 1.5 M students and 150.000 
teachers in Greece

EDULEARN 15

INTRODUCING “E-ME”, THE HELLENIC DIGITAL 
EDUCATIONAL PLATFORM FOR PUPILS AND 
TEACHERS

e-me: a new, next generation platform, which 
follows the principles of a Personal Learning 
Environment (PLE)

e-me origins & context
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e-me design process

Designing for a large, national scale: an interesting but challenging task

open call for ideas from 
students and teachers

openspecs.e-me.edu.gr 

market research on educational 
and social platforms

focus groups 
with all key stakeholders

policy makers 
e-learning experts
pedagogists
technical experts

students
teachers
parents
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Personal Learning Environment (PLE) Learning Management System (LMS)

user-centered

e-me design & pedagogical principles (i)

a platform focuses on people 
(not only on classroom activities)

a personal workspace for students and 
teachers to support all their activities

learning occurs anytime and 
everywhere within formal, 

non-formal, or informal settings

students first

equal participation of 
students and teachers

familiar, modern, and intuitive user 
interface was important

democratic

active and responsible role of 
students in all opportunities 

offered by the platform
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smooth transition to 
the ‘digital world’ 

e-me design & pedagogical principles (ii)

Everyday activities
1. communicate
2. collaborate (work in groups) 
3. collect, share, and use educational 

resources
4. assign tasks 
5. display / present their work 

sustainable model 
for growth 

social platform 
& soft skills

what a platform should first support 

apps by the educational community 
or the market to extend its 

functionality

open container for apps

cooperation, communication, 
leadership, critical thinking, 
flexibility, adaptability etc.

develop 21st century skills 
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e-me Digital Educational Platform

e-me is a social, cloud-based digital 
educational platform.

It provides a safe working space for 
students and teachers, to connect, 
communicate, collaborate, and
publish their work. 

642.000 users 

(~129.000 teachers and 513.000 students) 
e-me.edu.gr

e-me v1.0 
2015

e-me v2.0 
01/2020

e-me v3.0 
7/2022
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e-me editions

e-me.edu.gr 4all.e-me.edu.gr e-me4all.eu

e-me 
official edition

(for students and teachers 
of Greek Schools)

e-me for all 
edition 

e-me 
Digital Educational Platform 

(European edition)
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e-me home

❖ modern and intuitive 

user interface

❖ “container” for apps, 

allowing the integration 

of third party apps
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e-me social

Profile (digital identity)

each member has a public profile

Contacts

each member on e-me can have his/her own

contacts (friends) by sending or accepting

friend requests

Communication

contacts can directly 

communicate via chat, voice

calls, and 1-1 video-calls

e-me is a social platform 

(members, user profile, contacts, communication)
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e-me hives

Hives: a key structural concept in e-me 

(what is a hive? what it represents?)  

e-me is a collaborative platform 

hives

A hive can represent:

o a class

o students working in a school project or

an extracurricular activity

o teachers in a professional development

program

o students from different schools, places,

or countries, cooperating in a project

o …

smaller, self-contained, social, 
collaboration spaces
created by both students and 
teachers
offer shared file space, a strong
communication tool (Wall) and 
collaborative tools
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e-me hives

both students and teachers 

can create hives and invite 

members to participate

Hives: private or public

Hive’s leader
public hives: open educational 

communities of practice

(hive’s leader, private & public hives)  

students as Hive leaders
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e-me hives
A hive has members, shared file space, 

collaborative apps and communication tools

Open to all members to add posts & comments, 
share ideas, assign tasks & provide feedback, 
upload interactive learning material etc.

(hive’s environment and Wall)

Hive’s Wall
main communication channel for all hive members
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e-me hives (hives’ shared folder & collaborative apps)

Hive’s shared folder hive’s collaborative blog

Polls app

Class Plan

visualizes the classroom layout 
arrangement of desks and students

contacting live polls 

all members can write and post articleseach hive has by default a shared file 
folder for all its members
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e-me apps

Cloud storage and file sharing 
for students and teachers

Easy development of interactive 
educational resources

Create personal and 
collaborative blogs

Create and assign tasks 
to students

Create e-portfolio 
to organize and disseminate 

students' and teachers' achievements

e-me assignments

e-me blogs
e-portfolio

e-me files e-me content

Create a personal repository of 
digital educational content from 

Photodentro

my Photodentro

Create personal notebook

e-me Notes e-me bookmarks

Create personal collection 

of bookmarks

Calendar

Create and share your 

calendar(s)

Greek Illustrated Science 

Dictionary for School

ELeFyS
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e-me content

It supports 45 types of resources:

interactive videos, quizzes, memory games and 

multiple-choice questions etc.

(content creation)

A powerful and easy to use tool for teachers and 
students to create interactive learning resources

based on H5P 
open source tool
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e-me assignments 

tool for creating assignments, assigning tasks to pupils and giving feedback

• create assignments

• manage and assign them to pupils, either

individually, or to all members of a hive,

• monitor their progress,

• provide feedback etc.

(assigning and monitoring tasks)

assignments can include 
images,  video, 
e-me content objects, 
interactive multimedia 
resources, file attachments, 
etc.
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e-me files

each e-me member has a personal

storage of 2GB on the cloud to

upload, organize, store and

share their files.

(organizing, storing, and sharing files)

cloud storage for personal files

based on NextCloud
open source tool
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e-me blogs

each e-me member has a personal blog, pre-installed

and available in their workspace.

(publishing, creation and co-creation)

tool for publishing, displaying, and communicating work 
and achievements outside e-me
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(maintenance and reflection)e-me portfolio

Students: collect, select, document, and maintain

year-by-year achievements or representative work

that best support their self-presentation

a personal electronic portfolio

e-portfolio’s pedagogical use: reflection on the 
teaching or learning process
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more e-me apps

MyPhotodentro

e-me Notes

Connects e-me with the National “Photodentro” 
OER Repositories, allowing members to create 
their own repository in e-me.

personal notebook to create, organize 
and share notes

e-me Bookmarks

collecting bookmarks from favorite

websites and storing them in e-me
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Nationwide use of e-me in Greece during covid-19 pandemic

I. Synchronous (tele)teaching II. Asynchronous e-learning III. Educational TV lessons

e-me 
Digital Educational Platform

e-me: one of the two official Greek platforms 
offered by the Greek Ministry of Education to 

support asynchronous e-learning in primary and 
secondary education

two options (Greek platforms)
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e-me users and hives: growth in numbers

number of e-me users: increase of 4,300%
within 2 months!

before Covid-19 (14/03/2020): 10.000 users
within 2 months (14/05/2020): 430.000 users 

over 120,000 hives were created, representing either 
formal school classes or informal collaboration spaces. 

10,000 hives by 
students
(need for cooperation 
and communication 
with peers during 
quarantine time)
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e-me open communities of practice

over 15,000 public

hives were created 

by teachers, to 

share good 

practices, guide 

each other, and 

exchange learning 

resources.
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e-me nationwide use  

e-me hive’s Wall: proved to be a very powerful 

communication and educational tool

extensive use of e-me messages, audio and video calls

(hive’s Wall)
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e-me nationwide use  (e-me content)

teachers developed in two months over 230,000 interactive

learning resources using the ‘e-me content’ app

(30.000 per week).
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e-me nationwide use issues  

❖ technical improvements

❖ supporting material (guides, video tutorials)

❖ help desk, social media

❖ community-based training

❖ extension of e-me infrastructure (x3)

teachers created numerous 
video tutorials for e-me to 
support each other
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Conclusions & Next steps

the Covid-19 pandemic 
signified evolution of 
the e-me platform

e-me is now a mature 
platform with >650.000 
users and 3 installations

e-me will support Open 
Educational Communities 
of Practice in the National 
teachers’ training program 
on ICT

European e-me edition is 
going to be used on a pilot 
basis in schools in 7 
countries

e-me next: to support formal, informal and 
non-formal learning in the meta-covid era

e-me Digital Educational Platform
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